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PRIESTS' MANUAL: 

A SELECTION OF PRAYERS, 

PIOUS EXERCISES, 

AND OTHER AIDS TO A PRIESTLY LIFE 



i HAT ALWAYS, AS HOLT UEH, HANDLE HOLT 
THIMOB IN A HOLT IfANNEB. 



BY THE DEAN OF MORAY, 

X THE OSIQIHAI. LATIK. /t "i^ -iV,y; 



JOHN HENRY PARKER; 
AND 377, STRAND, LONDON. 




I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
'^ Tim. i. 6, 7. 



TO THE 



CATHOLIC-MIKDED PORTION OF THE CLERGY 



OF THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION, 



THIS MANUAL 



IS, WITH AFFECTIONATE RESPECT, 



DEDICATED. 



THE 

PRIESTS' MANUAL. 



I. MORNING PRAYERS. 

At thy first awakening, say, 

O God, Thou art my God: early will I seek 
Thee. 

My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh also 
longeth after Thee. 

Blessed be the holy and indivisible Trinity, 
now and ever, for all ages, world without end. 
Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, Who hath created us. 

Glory be to the Son, Who hath redeemed us. 

Glory be to the Holy Ghost, Who hath sanc- 
tified us. 

As thou risesty say. 

In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I rise : 
may He bless, govern, keep me, and bring me 
to life everlasting. Amen. ' 
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During the time thou spendest in dressing, dc. thou 
may est recite the b\st or l^Oth Psalm, or meditate 
on any mystery of our Lord's lAfe or Passion. 
When thou art dressed, attentively and devoutly 
recite, kneeling, the following: 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Come, O Creator-Breath of God, 
And visit all the souls of Thine ! 
O spread Thy heavenly grace abroad 
In breasts which own Thy pow r divine. 

Thou Who art called the Paraclete, 
The crowning gift of God most high I 
Live Fountain, Fire, and Love complete. 
And true Anointing from the sky ! 

Thou seven-fold in Thy gifts of love. 
Finger of God's resistless hand ! 
Thou Who once missioned from above, 
Enrichdst with tongues the chosen band ! 

With light our senses now inflame. 
With love our suppliant spirits fill : 
The weakness of our mortal frame 
Do Thou support and strengthen still. 



Drive far from us the mortal foe. 
And give us constant peace within ; 
That 'neath Thy guidance we may go. 
And shun each hurtful snare of sin. 

Through Thee the Father may we learn, 
And know the Son, co*equal Name ! 
And Thee Their Spirit too discern. 
Our faith to endless years the same. 

Versicle, 

When Thou lettest Thy Breath go forth, 
they shall be made, — and Thou shalt renew the 
face of the earth. 

Prayer, 

God, Who didst teach the hearts of Thy 
faithful people by sending to them the light of 
Thy Holy Spirit; grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgment in all things, and 
evermore to rejoice in His holy comfort. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with 
Thy most gracious favour, and further us with 
Thy continual help; that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may 
glorify Thy holy Name, and finally by Thy 
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mercy obtain everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity and undivided 
Unity! we will give thanks for the Divine 
mercy. We bless Thee, most Holy Trinity, 
for safe-keeping the past night, and for Thy 
other benefits: grant, we beseech Thee, that 
our life may be a perpetual acknowledgment of 
them. Amen, 



Our Father, Which art in heaven. Hallowed 
be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy vsdll 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation ; 
But deliver us ifrom evil. Amen. 



An Act of Faith, 

With a constant faith I believe that Thou 
art God, One in Being, Three in Persons : I 
believe that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, has 
been made flesh, has suffered, and has died for 
us: I believe that Thou art the Rewarder of 
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the good, and the Avenger of evil : I believe 
and profess the contents of the Apostles' Creed, 
which the Holy Catholic Church proposes for 
my belief; because Thou, O God, art the 
Supreme Truth, Who hast revealed them. 

In and for this faith I am willing and resolved 
to live and to die. 

An Act of Hope. 

Most merciful God, I hope, through the 
Passion and merits of Jesus Christ, for Thy 
grace and the forgiveness of sins here, and after 
this an eternal life in the beatific possession of 
Thee ; because Thou, my God, art Almighty, 
and infinitely good toward us, and faithful in 
Thy promises. The Lord is my Rock and my 
Defence, my Saviour, and my Might, in Whom 
I will trust: let me never be confounded. 

An Act of Love, 

I love Thee, my God, above all things, 
from my whole heart : I love Thee for Thyself 
and my neighbour for Thee, because in Thyself 
Thou art supremely good, and Infinite Good- 
ness Itself, and therefore worthy to be loved by 
all. May all men love Thee ! May all crea- 
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tures praise Thee! Would that I, O God, 
loved Thee more ! Truly it grieves me that I 
should ever have offended Thee; and now I 
resolve on keeping all Thy commandments. 

An Act of Contrition, 

O Lord God, I grieve from my whole heart 
for the sins I have committed, because by them 
I have offended Thee, beloved above all things ! 
and I detest them because they are displeasing 
to Thee : I firmly propose not to sin henceforth, 
but to shun all occasions, causes, and risks of 
sins, and rather to lose life than allow myself 
in them. 

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou 
wilt not despise. 

An 4-Ct of referring our works to God, 
O Lord God, Creator and Governor of all 
things, in Whom we live, and move, and have 
our being, without Whom we can do nothing ; 
whatever I shall this day think, speak, do, or 
suffer, I refer all to I'hy glory and to that of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer, 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who hast said. Ask, 
and [ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
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knock, and it shall be opened to you ; grant, 
we beseech Thee, to us that ask, the affection 
of Thy most divine love, that we may love Thee 
with our whole heart, mouth, and actions, and 
never desist from Thy praise ; Who livest and 
reignest, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

The Lord bless us, and defend us from all 
evil, and bring us to everlasting life; and may 
the souls of the faithful, through the mercy of 
God, repose in peace. Amen. 



II. PRAYERS BEFORE CELEBRATING THE HOLY 

EUCHARIST. 

Psahns Ixxxiv, Ixxxv, cxvi, [except it be the 2Ath day 

of the Monthj] exxx. 

Prayers. 

O most merciful God, incline the ears of 
Thy goodness to our prayers, and enlighten 
our heart with the grace of Thy Holy Spirit ; 
that we may worthily attend on Thy mysteries, 
and love Thee with an eternal charity. 

Bum with the fire of Thy Holy Spirit our 
reins and our heart, O Lord; that we may 



12 

serve Thee with a pure body, and please Thee 
with a clean heart. 

Let the Paraclete, Who proceeds from Thee, 
enlighten our minds, and lead us into all truth 
as Thy Son has promised. 

Let the might of Thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, 
be present with us, mercifully to cleanse our 
hearts, and defend us from all adversity. 

Purify our conscience, O Lord, by Thy 
visitation ; so that our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, may find a mansion for Himself within 
us; Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

An Act of Faith, Hope, Love, and Contrition. 

I believe in Thee, O Lor^ Jesus Christ, 
because Thou art the Supreme Truth, Who 
hast said. My flesh is meat indeed^ and My 
blood is drink indeed. I hope in Thee, O in- 
finite Mercy, because Thou in Thy goodness 
towards us hast promised. If any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever. I love Thee, 
O eternal Goodness, above all things, vsdth the 
charity which is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost, which is given unto tis; and 
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therefore I grieve, from my whole heart, for 
sins committed, and detest them with purpose 
of not sinning more. A broken and a contrite 
hea/rt^ God, shalt Thou not despise. 

A Prayer. 

To the Table of Thy most sweet banquet, 
O most merciful Lord Jesus Christ, I, a sinner, 
presuming nought upon my own deserts, but 
confiding in Thy mercy and goodness, come 
with fear and trembling. For I have a heart 
and a body stained with many sins, a mind and 
a tongue not cautiously guarded. Therefore, 
O bounteous Deity! O terrible Majesty! I 
have recourse, amid my anguish, to Thee, the 
Fountain of Mercy; to Thee I hasten to be 
healed, to Thy protection do I fly, and pant to 
have Him for a Saviour Whom I cannot face 
as a Judge. To Thee, O Lord, 1 shew my 
wounds, to Thee expose my shame. I know 
my sins are. many and great, and am afraid for 
them. I hope in Thy mercies, which are with- 
out number. Look upon me, therefore, with 
the eyes of Thy mercy, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
Eternal King, God and Man, crucified on 
man's account. Hear me as I hope in Thee 
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Have mercy upon me, full as I am of miseries 
and sins. Thou Who wilt never cease to pour 
forth a fountain of tender mercy. Hail, Victim 
of salvation, offered for me and all mankind on 
the gibbet of the Cross ! Hail, noble and pre- 
cious Blood, flowing from the wounds of my 
crucified Lord Jesus Christ, and washing away 
the sins of the whole world! Remember, O 
Lord, Thy creature, whom Thou hast redeemed 
with Thy Blood. It grieves me to have trans* 
gressed; I desire to amend. Take away, O most 
merciful Father, all my iniquities and sins; 
that, purified in mind and body, I may be 
admitted worthily to taste the Holy of holies ; 
and grant that the Sacred Body and Blood, 
which I, though unworthy, purpose to receive, 
may be the remission of my sins, the perfect 
cleansing of my offences, the banishment, of 
polluting thoughts, the renewal of my senses, 
the production of works pleasing unto Thee, 
and the firmest defence of soul and body 
against the assaults of my enemies. Amen, 

Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas, 

Almighty and everlasting God, behold, I 
approach to the Sacrament of Thy only- 
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begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. I ap- 
proach as one sick to the true Physician, as 
unclean to the Fountain of Mercy, blind to the 
light of eternal splendour, poor and needy to 
the Lord of heaven and earth. I therefore 
implore that, of the abundance of Thine in- 
finite bounty. Thou wouldest vouchsafe to heal 
my sickness, to wash my foulness, to lighten 
my blindness, to enrich my poverty, to clothe 
my nakedness; so that I may receive the 
Bread of Angels, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, with such reverence and humility, 
such contrition and devotion, such purity and 
faith, as is expedient for the welfare of my 
soul. Give me, I beseech Thee, to receive not 
only the Sacrament of the Lord's Body and 
Blood, but also the essence and virtue of the 
Sacrament. O most merciful God, give me so 
to receive the Body of Thy only-begotten Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which He took of the 
Virgin Mary, that I may be incorporated with 
His mystical body, and be numbered among 
His members. O most loving Father, grant 
that Thy beloved Son, Whom I now propose 
to receive veiled on my pilgrimage, may be at 
length the Object, with unveiled face, of my 
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eternal contemplation ; Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee, &c. 

The Oblation of the Sacrifice, or Direction of the 
Intention before celebrating. 

O God of heaven and earth, infinitely 
worthy of love, I, a most miserable sinner, 
and most unworthy Minister of Thy Church, 
offer this Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of 
Thy Son to Thy divine Majesty for a tribute 
of due honour and love ; to Thy highest 
praise and glory, for a witness of Thy supreme 
excellency and Majesty, Thy dominion over 
all creatures, and our subjection and depends* 
ence upon Thee; in memory and honour of 
the blessed Incarnation, Life, Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, and Ascension, of the same Thy 
Son, and in obedience to His command, that 
we should make it for His Commemoration; — 
in thanksgiving for all the benefits which Thou 
hast vouchsafed to confer on me, a most un- 
worthy sinner, and on all Thy creatures; — to 
the honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of 
all Angels and Saints, [if it be the Festival 
of any other Saint, add, especially of Saint N., 
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whose festivity is this day celebrated ;] — ^for 
my present and future needs both of body 
and soul, and of those of my relatives, con- 
nexions, neighbours, benefactors, friends, fel- 
low-priests, and ministers of the Church; of 
all committed to my charge, of all my ene- 
mies, all to whom I have been a scandal 
and an occasion of sinning; — for the exalt- 
ation of the holy Catholic Church, and the 
extirpation of heresies ; — for the concord and 
unity of Christian Princes; — for the com- 
fort, help, remedy, patience, and welfare, of 
the afflicted, poor, captives, tempted, weak, 
and agonizing; — for the conversion of un- 
believers, the return of the lapsed, and the 
perseverance o£ the righteous; — for the re^ 
freshment, rest, and peace of all the faithful 
departed. Receive this oblation, O Lord, in 
union with that love with which our Lord 
Jesus Christ Thy Son loved us, and gave Him- 
self for us ; Who liveth and reigneth, &c. 



B 
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III. AFTER CELEBRATING. 

Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

I give thanks to Thee, Holy Lord, Almighty 
Father, Eternal God, Who for no deserts of 
mine, but of Thy sole mercy, hast vouchsafed 
to satiate me, Thine unworthy servant, with 
the precious Body and Blood of Thy Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And I pray Thee that 
this holy Communion may not increase my 
guilt, but be a salutary step towards my 
pardon. May it be to me the armour of faith, 
and the shield of good will. May it be the 
banishment of my faults, the uprooting of 
concupiscence, the increase of charity and 
patience, humility and obedience, and of all 
virtues ; a firm defence against the assaults of 
my enemies, whether visible or invisible ; the 
perfect quieting of my emotions, whether fleshly 
or spiritual, a firm adhesion to Thee, the one 
and true God, and my happy consummation 
and end. And I pray Thee to vouchsafe to 
bring me, a sinner, to that ineffable banquet 
in which Thou, with Thy Son and Holy Spirit, 
art the true Light, full Satisfaction, everlasting 
Joy, consummate Sweetness, and perfect Feli- 
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city of Thy Saints ; through the same Christ 
our TiOrcL Amen. 



our LorcL Amen. 



Prayer of St. Bonaventure, 

Transfix my inmost soul, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
with the most sweet and most salutary wound of 
Thy love, with a true, serene, apostolical, and 
most holy charity ; that she may have a desire and 
longing to enter into Thy courts, may wish to 
depart and to be with Thee. Grant that my soul 
may hunger after Thee, the Bread of Angels, 
the Refreshment of holy souls, our daily super- 
substantial Bread, possessed of all sweetness 
and savour; may always thirst for Thee, the 
Fountain of life, wisdom, and eternal light, 
the river of pleasures, the plenteousness of the 
house of God; may always seek Thee, meditate 
on Thee, speak of Thee, and do all to the 
praise and glory of Thy Name, with humility 
and discretion, with love and delight, with ease 
and affection, with perseverance unto the end. 
And be Thou always my only Hope, my whole 
Confidence, my Riches, my Delight, my Sweet- 
ness, my Joy, my Repose and Tranquillity, 
my Peace, my Food, my Refreshment, my 
Refuge, my Help, my Wisdom, my Portion, 
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my Possession, my Treasure; in Whom my 
mind and heart may immoveably be rooted. 
Amen. 

To Jesus. 

I have found Him Whom my soul loveth: 
I have held Him, and will not let Him go. 
Thee, O my Jesus, do I embrace, and obtain 
the enjoyment of my love. Thee, the Treasure 
of my heart, do I apprehend, in Whom I possess 
all things. Let my mind, I entreat Thee, feel 
the virtue of Thy presence, and taste how 
sweet Thou, O Lord, art ; so that, taken with 
the love of Thee, it may seek nothing out of 
Thee, and love nothing except on account of 
Thee. Thou art my King : forget not my 
poverty and tribulation. Thou art my Judge : 
spare my sins, and have mercy upon me. Thou 
art my Physician : heal all my sicknesses. Thou 
art the Spouse of my soul: espouse me to Thy- 
self for ever. Thou art my Guide and De- 
fender : place me near Thee, and let whoever 
will fight against me. Thou wast made a 
Victim for me, and I will sacrifice to Thee 
the oflFering of praise. Thou art my Redeemer: 
redeem my soul from the hand of hell, and save 
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me. Thou art my God and my all. For whom 
have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire in comparison of Thee, 
O God, the Strength of my heart, and my 
Portion for ever ! 

Prayer. 

* 

Behold ! I, O good and most sweet Jesus ! 
fall prostrate before Thy face, and most ear- 
nestly beseech Thee to impress upon my heart 
lively sentiments of faith, hope, and charity, 
and a true penitence for my errors, with the 
firmest purpose of amendment; while with 
great affection and grief of mind I consider 
with myself, and contemplate in mind. Thy 
five wounds, having that before me which the 
prophet David predicted, when he said, They 
pierced my hands and my feet: I may tell all 
my hones. 

Hymns, 

L 

O Saving Victim, Who heav'n's gate 
Laid'st open at so dear a rate ! 
See> hostile wars invade our breast : 
Be Thou our strength, support, and rest. 
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To Him, the One and Trinal Lord, 
Eternal praise our lips afford: 
May He, in happier climes above. 
With life unfading crown om: love. 

2. 

Salvation's Author, Jesus bless'd I 
Thou joy that ev ry joy controls. 
The world's Redeemer now confess'd. 
And the chaste Light of loving souls ! 

Say, what the love Thy heart did know. 
For us the storm of wrath to brave. 
And death, though guiltless, undergo. 
From death eternal us to save. 

Th* infernal chaos then Thou brakest. 
And didst the dungeon-gates unclose; 
And now at God*s right hand Thou takest 
Thy endless well-deserved repose. 

O let Thy pity urge Thee still 
To make our toilsome burdens light. 
And soon in Heav'n our joy fulfil. 
From Thy unfading glory bright. 

Be Thou to Heav'n our Guide and Way, 
The Goal of ev'ry heart's desire. 
Solace of tears while here we stay. 
And life's sweet Prize our zeal to fire. 
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Praise^ O Sion, Him Who feeds thee^ 
Him Who saves thee. Him Who leads thee. 

In thy loudest festal songs : 
What thou canst, that tribute ofier. 
More by far than thou canst proffer. 

To His love divine belongs. 

Special theme of praise is given. 
In the living Bread of Heaven^ 

Now on holy tables dpread ; 
To the Twelve, in paschal union. 
First made known for blest Communion, 

As in page of Truth is read. 

Thus our King His reign commences. 
And for evermore dispenses 

With those Jewish rites so old : 
See ! the shades of night are driven 
By this blessed Light from Heaven^ 

Light so long by seers foretold. 

Angels' Bread from Heav'n descending, 
Ev ry sweet refection blending. 
On God's pilgrim-sons attending. 

Must not to the dogs be cast: 
Isaac once in oflTring given. 
Paschal lambs with bread unleaven'd. 
Manna falling fresh from Heaven, 

Shew'd this Feast in ages past. 
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Shepherd kind ! all-feeding Jesus ! 
Let Thy grace from sin release us ! 
Here helow still feed and guide us. 
Till all good be once supplied us^ 

In the land of life and joy. 
Thou Who all things canst and knowest. 
And on us Thy Flesh bestowest. 
For that endless banquet fit us. 
With Thine angels then admit us 

To the sweets which ne'er shall cloy. 

IV. THE FOLLOWING SHORT PRAYERS MAY BE 
SAID BY PRIESTS WHEN PUTTING ON THE 
SACRED VESTMENTS. 

1. While putting on the Bands, 

O Lord^ Who hast said^ Mi/ yoke is easy and 
My burden is light; grant me so to bear it as 
to obtain Thy grace. Amen. 

2. The Cassock, 

Grant me, O Lord, to mourn for sin, and to 
be dead to the world by the virtue of Thy 
blessed Passion. Amen. 

3. The Sash. 

Gird me, O Lord, with the girdle of purity, 
and extinguish in me the power of concu-* 
piscence. Amen. 
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4. The Gown, 

Cover me, O Lord, with the robe of Thy 
righteousness. Amen. 

5. The Surplice^ or Alb. 

Cleanse my heart, O Lord ; that, whitened 
by the Blood of the Lamb, I may have the 
fruition of eternal joys. Amen. 

6. The Hood. 

Protect me, O Lord, by the power of Thy 
Word, and make me learned in the Science of 
the Saints. Amen. 

7. The Scarf. 

Restore to me, O Ijord, the stole of im- 
mortality, which I have lost by the treason 
of my first parent; and although I, who am 
unworthy, approach to Thy holy Mysteries, 
may I attain everlasting joys. Amen. 

v. EJACULATORY PRAYERS WHICH MAY BE USED 
THROUGH THE DAY, TAKEN FROM SCRIPTURE, 

1. For obtaining the forgiveness of sins. 

O remember not the sins and offences of my 
youth, O Lord : turn Thee unto me, and have 
mercy upon me. 
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Lord, be merciful unto me : heal my soul, 
for I have sinned against Thee. 

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Thy 
great goodness. 

let Thy loving mercies come imto me, 
that 1 may live. 

1 have gone astray like a sheep that is lost : 
O seek Thy servant. 

Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 
for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified. 

I will arise, and go to my Father, and will 
say unto Him, Father, I have sinned against 
Heaven, and before Thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called Thy son. 

Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me. 

2. For obtaining humility. 

I am a worm, and no man ; a very scorn of 
men, and the outcast of the people. 

It is good for me that I have been in trouble. 

Christ Jesus humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
Cross. [And shall I be jproud?'] 

3. For the acquisition of a true estimate of this life. 

We are strangers before Thee, O Lord, and 
sq/oumers, as were all our fatheocs; our days on 
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the earth are as a shadow^ and there is none 
abiding. 

Let me know the number of my days : take 
me not away in the midst of mine age. 

Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his. 

4. In anguish and grief of mind, 

Lord, heal me ; for my bones are vexed : 
my soul also is sore troubled. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and 
my tongue cleaveth to my gums; and Thou 
hast brought me into the dust of death. 

Lord, Thou knowest all my desires, and my 
groaning is not hid from Thee. 

Why art thou full of heaviness, O my soul, 
and why art thou disquieted within me ? Put 
thy trust in God. 

1 fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest. 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 

death. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation. 

6. For the exercise of resignation. 

It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth 
Him good. 
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If he say, I have no delight in thee 5 behold, 
here am I, let Him do as seemeth good unto 
Him. 

My heart is prepared, O God, my heart is 
prepared. 

As the will of God is in Heaven, so let Him 
do. 

Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? 

6. For obtaining patience. 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away : blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

Shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not deceive evil? 

I, truly, am ready for the plague, and my 
sorrow is ever in my sight. 

I will receive the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. 

7. Against temptations 

The Lord forbid that I should do this thing. 
Strengthen me, O Lord God, this day. 
Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am 
weak. 
In Thee I shall discomfit an host. 
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. Save me, O God ; for the waters are come in 
even unto my soul: take me out of the mire, 
that 1 sink not. 

Deliver not the soul of Thy turtle-dove unto 
the multitude of the enemies, and forget not 
the congregation of Thy poor for ever. 

Turn away mine eyes, lest they behold 
vanity. 

8. For the exercise of reliance. 

Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him. 

Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou 
art with me. 

It is good for me to hold me fast by God, 
to put my trust in the Lord God. 

9. Exercise of the fear of God. 

What shall I do when God riseth up? and 
when He resisteth, what shall I answer Him ? 

Destruction from God was a terror to me, 
and by reason of His highness I could not 
endure. 

The pains of hell came about me, the snares 
of death overtook me. 

My flesh trembleth for fear of Thee, and 
I am afraid of Thy judgments. . 
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10. For caution in speaking. 

I said, I will take heed to my ways, that 
I offend not in my tongue: I will keep my 
mouth with a bridle. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and 
keep the door of my lips. 

11. For knowing the wiU of God in dovhtful things. 

H old up my goings in Thy paths, that my 
footsteps slip not. 

Send out Thy light and Thy truth. 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us ; and 
shew us the light of His countenance, and be 
merciful unto us. 

Cause me to know the way wherein I should 
walk; for I lift up my soul unto Thee. 

Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my 
God. 

Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? 

12. After we have determined to serve God. 

Turn unto Thy rest, O my soul ; for the 
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

I had rather be a door-keeper in the house 
of my God, than dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ness. 
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" From this time cry unto me, My Father 
Thou art." 

13. For recollection of the Divine Presence. 

The eyes of the Lord are ten thousand times 
brighter than the sun, beholding all the ways 
of men, and considering the most secret parts. 

Thine eyes are upon all their ways ; to give 
every man according to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings. 

14. Praise and thanksgiving to God, 

liCt my mouth be filled with Thy praise, 
that I may sing of Thy glory and honour all 
the day long. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul ; and all that is 
within me praise His holy Name : praise the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits. 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy Name give the praise. 

What reward shall I give unto the Lord for 
all the benefits that He hath done unto me ? 

I will receive the cup of salvation, and offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
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I will thank Thee, O Lord ; for Thou hast 
heard me, and art become my salvation. 

15. The love of God and of the Heavenly glory. 

If I have found grace in Thy sight, O Lord, 
shew me Thy glory. 

One thing have I desired of the Lord, which 
I will require ; even that I may dwell in the 
House of the Lord all the days of my Kfe, to 
behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit 
His Temple. 

Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks, 
so longeth my soul after Thee, O God : my 
soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living 
God ; when shall I come to appear before the 
presence of God? 

Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and 
there is none upon earth that I desire in com- 
parison of Thee : my flesh and my heart faileth ; 
but God is the strength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. 

O how amiable are Thy dwellings. Thou 
Lord of Hosts ! My soul hath a desire and 
longing to enter into the courts of the Lord, 
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living 
God. 
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Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house ; 
they will be alway praising Thee : for one day 
in Thy courts is better than a thousand. 

Woe is me, that my soul hath long dwelt 
among them that are enemies unto peace. 

Bring my soul out of prison, that 1 may give 
thanks unto Thy Name. 

Tell me, O Thou Whom my soul loveth, 
where Thou feedest, where Thou makest Thy 
flock to rest at noon. 

With my soul have I desired Thee in the 
night. 

wretched man that I am! who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death ? 

1 desire to depart, and to be with Christ, 
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VI. LITANIES 

FOR MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS, AND 

SATURDAYS. 



Monday. Litany of the Holy Ghost. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have 

mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
O God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 

Father and the Son, have mercy upon us 

miserable sinners. 

Spirit of the Lord, God of Israel, 

Ruler of men. 

Thou Who fiUest the imiverse, 

Thou Who hast all power. 

Thou Who workest all good. 

Thou Who gamishest the heavens, stable 
and secure. 

Spirit of Truth, Who bringest to remem- 
brance. 

Spirit of wisdom and understanding. 
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Spirit of counsel, might, knowledge, and ^ 

piety, 
Spirit of the fear of the Lord, and of 

prudence. 
Spirit, by Whose inspiration holy men of 

God spoke. 
Spirit, Who announcest things to come. 
Gift and promise of the Father, 
Paraclete, Who convictest the world. 
Spirit, by Whom demons are cast out. 
Spirit, by Whom we are bom again. 
Spirit, by Whom the love of God is shed 
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abroad in our hearts, y^^ 
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Spirit of adoption. 

Spirit of grace and mercy. 

Spirit, Who helpest our infirmities, and \ a 
witnessest with our spirits that we are ■ 
the children of God, j 

Spirit of sweetness and kindness, i 

Pledge of our inheritance. Who leadest us \ 
into the land of righteousness, 

Spirit of life and comfort. 

Spirit of health and joy. 

Spirit of faith, peace, and fervour, j 

Spirit of humility, love, and chastity, j 
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Spirit of goodness, long-suiFering, and ^ 
gentleness, 

Spirit of unity and consolation, 

Spirit of compunction, promise, renewal, 
and sanctification. 

Spirit of patience, temperance, and mo- 
deration. 

Spirit of all graces. 

From the spirit of error. 
From the spirit of uncleanness, 
From the spirit of blasphemy, 
From all obstinacy and desperation, 
From all presumption, and opposition to 

truth. 
From all wickedness and evil custom. 
From envying our brethren. 
From final impenitence. 
By Thy Procession from the Father and 

the Son, 
By Thine invisible unction. 
By that fulness of grace with which Thou 

didst possess the Virgin Mary, 
By that abyss of overflowing sanctity by 

which, in the conception of the Word, 

Thou didst inundate the Mother of God, 
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By Thy holy manifestation at the Bap- ^ 

tism^ 
By Thy health-giving descent on the 

Apostles, 



By Thine ineffable goodness, by which h 
Thou dost govern, unite, and preside «« 
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over the Church, strengthen martyrs, 
and enlighten doctors. 

We sinners beseech Thee to hear us, 
O Lord the Spirit ; and that we may 
walk in Thee, and not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh. 

That we may never grieve Thee, 

That it may please Thee to preserve 
all Orders of Thy holy Church in the 
true religion. 

That it may please Thee to give all Chris- 
tian people one heart and one soul, 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins 
of the world, pour out upon us the Holy 
Spirit. 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins 
of the world, send forth on us the Promise of 
the Father. 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins 
of the world, give us Thy good Spirit. 
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Prayer, 

Let the power of the Holy Ghost, O Lord, 
be ever with us, to mercifully cleanse our 
hearts, and to defend us from all adversity; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who 
liveth, &c. 

Tuesday. Litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus, 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have 
mei^cy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
O God the Father of heaven, 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the 

world, 
O God the Holy Ghost, proceed- 
ing from the Father and the 
Son, 
Jesus, Son of the living God, 

Splendour of the Father, 

Brightness of the Eternal Light, 

Sun of Righteousness, 

OfTspring of the Virgin Mary, 

— Whose Name is Wonderful, 

The Mighty God, 

■ The Father of the everlasting age, 
The Angel of the great counsel. 
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Have mercy 

upon us, 

miserable 

sinners* 
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Jesus^ most powerful, 
— most patient^ 

most obedient, 

meek and lowly of heart. 

Lover of purity, 

Lover of us, 

the God of peace, 

the Author of life, 

the Model of virtues, 

the zealous Lover of souls, 

our God, ^ 

our Refuge, « 

• Father of the poor, i 

• Treasure of the faithful, M 
the good Shepherd, ►§ 
the true Light, p 
the eternal Wisdom, S 
the infinite Goodness, 
our Way and Life, 
the Joy of Angels, 
the Master of Apostles, 
the Teacher of Evangelists, 
the Strength of Martyrs, 
the Light of Confessors, 
the Purity of Virgins, 
the Crown of all Saints, 
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From all siii| 

From Thine anger. 

From the assaults of the devil, 

From the spirit of fornication. 

From eternal death, 

From the neglect of Thy inspirations, 

By the mystery of Thy holy Incarnation, 

By Thy nativity. 

By Thy infancy, 

By Thy most divine life, ^"^ 

By Thy toils, 

By Thine agony and passion. 

By Thy cross and desertion. 

By Thy pains and torments^ 

By Thy death and biuial. 

By Thy resurrection. 

By Thy ascension. 

By Thy joy. 

By Thy glory, 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of 
the world. Spare us, Lord Jesus. 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of* 
the world. Hear us. Lord Jesus. 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of 
the world, Have mercy on us, Lord. Jesus. 
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Prayer. 
O God, Who hast made the most glorious 
Name of Thy only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, a name of love to Thy faithful, and 
of terror to the evil spirits ; mercifully grant, 
that all who on earth devoutly venerate this 
Name of Jesus, may receive in this world the 
sweetness of holy consolation, and may obtain, 
in the world to come, everlasting joy and triumph 
in heaven ; through the same our Lord Jesus 
Christ Thy Son, Who liveth, &c. 



Thursdat. Litany of the Life, Sufferings, and 

Offices, of our Lord. 

Lordy have mercy upon us. 

O God the Father, of Heaven, &c. 

Jesus, the eternal Wisdom, 

Who wast bom of the Virgin Mary, 

— — Who wast adored by Thy Mother, 

— Who wast wrapt in swaddling clothes, 

■ laid in a manger, 

■■ fed from a Virgin-breast, 
acknowledged by the shep- 
herds, 

■ made under the law, 
■ adored by the Ma^^ 
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Jesus, Who wast presented in the temple, 1 
. — carried into Egypt, 

, sought by Herod to be slain, 

—»———— brought up in Nazareth^ 

found in the Temple, 

subject to Thy parents, 

baptized by John, 

. tempted in the desert, 

■ ■ ■ ■ didst converse with men, 

wast hated without cause, 

__ harassed with reproaches, 

transfigured on the mount, 



didst enter Jerusalem as a meek 
King, 
weep through compassion, 



wastsoldforthirtypiecesof silver, 
didst wash Thy disciples' feet, 
prostrate Thyself in prayer, 
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wast strengthened by an Angel, 
didst sweat blood in Thine agony, 
wast betrayed with a kiss, 

bound by the officers, 

forsaken by Thy disciples, 

■ brought before Caiaphas, 

■ smitten on the cheek, 
■ accused by false witnesses, J 
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Jesus, Who wast adjudged guilty of death, 
■ spit upon, 



— blindfolded, 

— thrice denied by Peter, 

— delivered up to Pilate, 

— set at nought by Herod, 

— set aside for Barabbas, 

— scourged, 

— bruised for our sins, 

— crowned with thorns, 

— condemned to a shameful ^ 

death, ^ 

— delivered to the will of the § 
Jews, I ^ 

weighed down by the Cross, ^ 
led as a sheep to slaughter, 
stripped of Thy garments, 
nailed to the Cross, 



— didst pray for Thine enemies, 

— wast reckoned with transgressors, 

— blasphemed and mocked on 

the Cross, 

— didst promise Paradise to the 

thief, 

commend John to Thy 

Mother, 
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our Advocate with the Father, 
Who didst bestow the Spirit, 
the living Bread from heaven, 
the hidden God and Saviour, 
the Lamb without spot, 
the Food of Angels, 
the hidden Manna, 
our holy Victim, 
our unbloody Sacrifice, 
at once Ofierer and Oblation, 
the Refreshment of holy souls. 
Who art to judge the living and the 

dead^ 



44 

Jesus, Who wast forsaken by Thy Father, ^ 

hadst gall and vinegar oiSered 

to Thy thirst, 

■ didst say, ' It is finished,' 

commend Thy Spirit to 

the Father, * 

becamest obedient to the death 

of the Cross, 

wast transfixed with the spear, 

• made a propitiation for us, 

■ taken down from theCross, 

didst gloriously rise from the 

dead. 
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ascend into heaven, y ^ 



o 




45 

From all evil, 

From all sin, 

From anger, hatred, and all ill-will, 

From pestilence, famine, and war. 

From all danger to soul and body. 

From the unworthy reception of Thy Body 

and Blood, 
From eternal death. 
By Thy most pure Conception, 
By Thy wonderful Nativity, 
By Thine humble Circumcision, 
By Thy Baptism and holy fast. 
By Thy toils and watching, 
By Thy desire to eat the Passover with 

Thy disciples. 
By Thy scourging, thirst, tears, and naked- 
ness. 
By Thy precious Death and Cross, 
By Thy glorious Resurrection and Ascen- 
sion, 
By Thy sending the Holy Ghost, 
By Thy Holy Sacramental feast. 
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In the Day of Judgment, 

We sinners beseech thee to hear us, O 
Lord God ; and that thou wouldest 



J 



46 



^ 

n 



spare us, and bring us to true re- 

pentance^ 
That thou wouldest mercifully pour the 

grace of Thy Holy Spirit into our 

hearts. 
That Thou wouldest defend and increase 

Thy Church, ^ 

That Thou wouldest grant us peace, humi- S 

lity, and love. 
That thou wouldest give us to persevere in 

grace, and in Thy holy service. 
That Thou wouldest deliver us from un- 
clean thoughts, from temptation, and 

eternal death, 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins 
of the world, Spare us» 

O Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins 
of the world, Hear us. 

O Lamb of God, WTio takest away the sins 
of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Prayer. 

O God, whose mercies are without number, 
and whose goodness is an infinite treasury, we 
give thanks to Thy most bountiful Majesty for 
all Thy benefits, and implore Thee, in answer 
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to otir prayers^ never to forsake us, but to fit us 
for Thine everlasting rewards; through our 
Lord &c. 



Saturday. Litany of the Most Holy Trinity, 

Lord, have mercy upon us* 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Father, of Whom are all things, "1 

Son, through Whom are all things, 

Holy Ghost, in WTiom are all things, , 

Holy and undivided Trinity, One God, | 

Incomprehensible Majesty, i ^ 

Unchangeable Power, j ^ 

Infinite Wisdom, 

Unexhausted Goodness, 

All-ruling Dignity, 

Eternal Truth, j "§ 

Lord God Almighty, 

Thou Who art the one and only God, 

Thou in Whom we live, move, and have 

our being. 
Thou with whose Majesty all the earth is 

filled, J 
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Thou to Whom alone is due all honour 

and glory, 

Thou Who comfortest us in our trouble, m 

Thou Who alone doest wonders, % 

Thou Who wast, Who art, and Who art h 

to con.e, I I 

In judgment just and dreadful, ^ 

In government glorious and wonderful, ^ 
Father unbegotten, 
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Son only-begotten, 

Holy Ghost, Who proceedest from Both, 

O Blessed Trinity, one God, 

From all evil, 

From all sin. 

From all unbelief, q 

From the transgression of Thy commands, o 

From the contempt of Thy gifts. 

From the neglect of sacred things. 

From eternal death, ^ p- 

By Thine Almightiness, §^ 

By Thy wisdom, 

By Thine infinite goodness. 

By Thy great mercy. 

By Thy patience and long suffering, 
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ThatThouwouldestgiveusalwaysandevery " 

where to confess Thee the true God, 
That Thou wouldest grant us to adore 

Thee, one God in Trinity, and Trinity 

in Unity, 
That Thou wouldest grant us to love 

Thee with the whole heart. 
That Thou wouldest vouchsafe to preserve >• 

and save the people dedicated to Thy 

Holy Name, 
That Thou wouldest grant to those in error 

the light of Thy truth, that they may 

return into the way of righteousness. 
That Thou wouldest give to all the faithful 

departed eternal rest. 
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O blessed Trinity, deliver us. 
O blessed Trinity, save us. 
O blessed Trinity, quicken us. 

Let us bless the Father, and the Son, with 
the Holy Ghost : let us praise and magnify Him 
for ever. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, 
and to be praised and magnified for ever. 

Blessed is Thy glorious and Holy Name, to 
be^'praised and magnified for ever. 

D 
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Blessed art Thou in the Temple ot Time 
holy glory^ and to be pnosed and magnified for 
ever. 

Blessed art Thou that beholdest the depths, 
and sittest upon the cherubim, and to be praised 
and magnified for ever. 

Blessed art Thou in the firmament of Heaven, 
and to be praised and magnified for ever. 

Prayer. 

Almighty and everlasting God, Who hast 
given unto us Thy servants by the confession of 
a true faith to acknowledge the glory of the 
eternal Trinity, and in the power of the Divine 
Majesty to worship the Unity; We beseech 
Thee, that Thou wouldest keep us stedfast in 
this faith, and evermore defend us from all 
adversities ; through our Lord, &c. 

The Blessing of God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost, be ever with 
us. Amen. 



VII. THE 0&D£R OF A PRIESTLY LIFE. 
(Ditided into Monitions for every day in the month.) 



1. Love God, 

Let God, Who is supremely good, perfect, 
and beneficent, be loved above all things, and 
with the whole heart; so that, should Christ 
ask, " Lovest thou Me," we may answer with 
the Apostle Peter, " Lord, Thou knowest that 
I love Thee." O hard and adamantine heart, 
and worthy of being torn away from its seat, 
which surrounded with, and involved in, so 
great a flame of divine love, could not receive 
some sparks. " We love Him, because He first 
loved us." 

2. Follow Christ, 

Contimially shew, by life, morals, and entire 
plan of acting, that Christ is taken as the 
Model of all virtues : that is, bear about every 
where in your life, a pattern of Christ thinking, 
speaking, acting, and suffering; so that those 
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who see you may be able justly to call you 
Christ-like. 

3. Shew a good example. 

Let your example be to all a living Gospel, 
a shining mirror, a teaching book. Let your 
life agree with your name and character. With 
your name: — a Clergyman, according to the 
meaning of the name, is the Lord's portion 
and lot: a Presbyter signifies an elder, not 
so much in age, as in prudence and gravity 
of manners : and a Priest is one initiated into 
sacred things, and simply occupied with them. 
With your character, in which you surpass 
other states of life ; ('* I have chosen you out 
of the world." " He hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and His Father;") and in 
which you so nearly approach the Angels, and 
Christ Himself: the Angels in your ministry 
and function, being "ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation ;" and Christ in power ; •* As the 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.** 
How monstrous, then, how portentous is it, 
when those, who are thus exalted to heaven in 
dignity, are degraded by base morals and life 
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to the depth of the abjss^ and to the bestial 
character! "Man, being in honour, hath no 
understanding : he is compared unto the beasts 
that perish." 

4. Cherish piety. 

Most tenderly cherish piety, as the most 
faithful companion of your sacred functions. 
** Exercise thyself unto godliness," For it is 
of the greatest efficacy in begetting attention 
of mind, in inflaming fervour of heart, and in 
the performance of good works, '* Godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having the promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come." 

5. Be intent on prayer » 

As prayer is an intimate converse between 
God and man, be intent upon it daily, at least 
for half an hour, with the most lowly attention 
of mind, and the most devout sentiments of 
spirit. 'According to St. Augustine, he knows 
how to live rightly who knows how to pray 
rightly; and the Doctors teach, that he who 
casts off prayer, forsakes the way of salvation : 
therefore reckon a day without prayer as a day 



M 

lost* Among other means of CHiristianly and 
Sacerdotally ordering the life, this is the .nKurt 
excellent, and indeed absolutely necessary fior 
men in Holy Orders. For the easier practice a£ 
meditation, you may use some pious author, 
who will supply the matter and method of 
prayer. Such authors, too, may help more in 
composing sermons and teaching the people, 
than the works of preachers. Always say the 
Morning and Evening Prayer worthily, atten«- 
tively, piously, and devoutly. Select ti fitting 
time fcr this -duty. From the manner in 
which it is performed, a treasure either xj£ 
reward or of vengeance is every day heaped up: 
how great a one, then, will be reserved for a 
whole life ! 

6. Renew and confirm within you the ecclesiastical 

spirit. 

The ecclesiastical spirit is that of Christ <Hir 
High Priest, abundantly communicated to 1^ 
Ministers of the Church for the diligent, cheeifid, 
and constant performance of the duties of their 
Order; or the priestly disposition is a ple&tiful 
partaking of the Spirit of Christ, in or^ to the 
ready, fit, and worthy exercise of the ftmctiQii^ 
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of 4;ke ecclesiastical state. ^^ As many as are 
led by the Spirit of Grod, they are the sons of 
God: if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His." What light is to colours^ 
«ap to trees, the wing to birds, water to fishes, 
4iie^90ul to bodies, this to men in Holy Orders 
is the priestly disposition. Those in whom it 
Uyes and flourishes, you may see prepared, cheer- 
ful and unwearied, to dare, suffer, and perform 
eveiy thii^, for the glory of God and for the 
^idralion of «ouls: those, on the other hand, in 
whom it'is wanting, you may behold no better 
tban remiss, sluggish, and torpid, and may 
ri^tiy class them with idol-shepherds and 
dumb. dogs. This clerical spirit is principaUy 
«„«i,Zou«d. »d d^erUlL, by Ordinal 
prayer, union with Christ, due valuing of the 
ecclesiastical state, the converse of good priests, 
aad aversion from the spirit of the world. By 
OiN]inatio!n : *^ Almighty Godgrant you strength 
end power 4" OrdmaL — By prayer: *^If any 
laek wisdom, let him ask of God, that give A 
<o ftll liberally." — By union with Christ: ** As 
iktit branch oftDsiot bear fruit of itself exee|>t:it 
•i bi d o in the vine, no more can ye except ye 
iUwde in Mek"-**-By a due valuing of the eode- 
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siastical state : '^ One day in Thj courts is 
better than a thousand.*' — By the converse of 
good priests : ** He that walketh with wise 
men, shall be wise."— By aversion from the 
spirit of the worid : " We have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God." 

7. ■ Fear Hn. 

Principally fear sin, the supreme evil, yesf, the 
only evil as regards God and man ; but especially 
pride, intemperance, incontinence, sloth, avarice^ 
which are more disgraceful to our character, 
and more maliciously (would we could say not 
too truly !) attributed to us by the laity. All 
sins, particularly relapses, are so much the more 
to be dreaded by the Clergy, and more anxiously 
to be shunned, as they are much more grievavs 
than laymen's sins, because the Clergy are placed 
in a more exalted state, are enriched with greater 
gifts of grace, are called to greater sanctity; 
because the sins of Clergymen are committed 
with a greater wickedness, greater injury to 
God, and greater detriment to the people ; be« 
cause they are less easily forgiven, and m<»!e 
severely punished. " Who ever (says St. Chry- 
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sostom) saw a Clergyman quickly penitent ?" 
Fly not only deadly sin, but also that of a 
lighter kind, especially such as is committed 
with greater advertence and deliberation ; be- 
cause it offends a God of infinite perfection, 
goodness, and lovliness ;. because it brings Him 
greater injury than all the good works of 
creatures can confer glory on Him ; and because 
it draws on to deadly sin; but principally 
because, as St. Gregory says, " what is venial 
in the people, is for the most part criminal in a 
Priest." "Let them avoid (says the Council of 
Trent) even light faults, which in them would 
be great." Beware, with all your strength, of 
negligence and lukewarmness ; which, accord- 
ing to the judgment of Christ Himself, and 
especially in men of sacred functions, are in 
the highest degree hurtful. " I would thou 
wert cold or hot: so then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth." And indeed it has 
been found by experience, that notable sinners 
are more often brought back, and made to pro- 
duce good fruit, than the lukewarm and slothful 
a)roused to fervour. 
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8. Beware of the world. 

Beware, in the highest degree, of the world 
and its lovers, and primarily of too great in- 
timacy with the female sex, even when it is 
devoted to religipn and charity. Hear, £r<Mn 
various testimonies and examples, how conta- 
gious is the company of the world. " Wo to 
the world," says Christ Himself, " because of 
offences ! I pray not for the world. O righ- 
teous Father, the world hath not known Thee." 
Hear the Apostle John : " The whole world 
lieth in wickedness. *' Hear an unknown author : 
^' As often as I have been among men, 1 have 
returned less a man." As to the danger, in 
particular, of too great intimaxiy with women, 
hear the Wise Man: " Wine and women will 
make men of understanding to fall away." This 
intimacy is so much the more dangerous, that it 
turns the hearts of the wise by degrees from 
divine things and functions; and often what 
began in the spirit ends in the flesh. Too in«» 
timate converse with women is to the Ministers 
of the Church a plague, a pestilence, a destruo 
tion, and a most deadly poison. Let no one 
ever confide in his past chastity, nor think 
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himself holier than David, stronger than Sam- 
son, and wiser than Solomon. St. Augustine 
testifies, that he has seen Ministers of God, 
high in virtue as the cedars of Lebanon, who 
have nevertheless fallen by familiarity with 
woman, and of whose fall he no more conceived 
than of Gregory Nazianzen's or of Ambrose's. 

9. Aspire after solitude, 

Smce in solitude the sky is more beautiful, 
the Bim brighter, the air purer, the earth more 
glad, life more pleasant, converse with God more 
£aEmiliar, our salvation more secure, heartily 
tu^re after solitude, as much as is lawful for a 
nian devoted to the sanctification of others. 
According to St. Bernard, a Priest out of soli* 
tude, except he be led into society on account 
of health, charity, or duty, is as a fish out of 
water; A Priest ought scarcely to allow him*- 
«6if (to be seen elsewhere than at the altar, in 
the pulpit, or at some other sacred function^ 
When he is seen abroad, men of the world 
smile and applaud him to his face, but lau^ 
and disapprove of him behind his back, and 
paint him from head to foot in ludicrous colours. 
O degenerate from the worth of their order! O 



60 

blind and insensate, who thus deliver themselves 
over to the laity to be mocked and despised I 
Make an inward solitude for yourselves in the 
hearty and carry it every where : however oc- 
cupied, remember, according to St. Bernard's 
advice, to give yourselves sometimes to your- 
selves. 

10. Mourn for sin, and resist temptations. 

If, which God forbid! you happen to fall 
into a grievous fault, immediately rise with 
confidence from it, and resort to contrition and 
confession, nor ever suffer your eternal safety 
to be endangered for one moment ; but thence- 
forward be more cautious in avoiding danger, 
and so, by God's help, good will arise out of 
evil. In temptations, which attack you on every 
side more frequently and vehemently than the 
laity, betake yourselves to God, and to devout 
prayer, as quickly as possible ; some formulas 
of which prayer should be committed more 
deeply to memory, that the use of them may 
be readier and more easy : for example, " O 
God, make speed to save me !. . . . Lord, save us, 
we perish ! How can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God?... ..If I were now 
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about to die, would I do this?" and many 
' others, which the Spirit of God often inwardly 
suggests to every one. Think of the Passion 
of Christ, of death, of judgment, of hell, of 
paradise : " Remember the end, and thou shalt 
never do amiss. " How excellent, how efficacious 
a remedy for overcoming temptations, which 
is prescribed and commended by the Holy 
Ghost Himself! According also to the example 
of Christ, oppose to the deceitful words of the 
demons the sacred words of Scripture. 

11. Apply yourself earnestly to the salvation of sotUs, 
and especially your own. 

We of the priesthood can neither be saved 
nor perish alone. " What," as Christ reminds 
us, "is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul ?" " In the 
business of salvation, let no one be nearer to 
thee than the only son of thy mother," says St. 
Bernard. After the first cares, which a well- 
ordered charity permits you to bestow upon 
your own souls, remember that you are a Priest 
for the benefit of others. " I have chosen you 
and ordained you that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit." " A Clergyman lives not for him- 
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self only, but for many people," says St, Cbry- 
sostom. That you may labour witii greater 
success for the salvation of others, insinuate 
yourselves religiously, opportunely, and gently, 
into their minds and hearts. Prudently study 
their nature, disposition, and character; that 
you may know who are to be allured by gen- 
tleness, who to be led by hope, or moved by 
terror. Have a singular charity toward the 
poor, and divide with them the patrimony of 
Christ. " Inasmuch as ye h%ve done it unto one 
of the least of these, ye have done it unto Me." 
" If thou hast not fed, thou hast destroyed,^' 
says St. Ambrose. Forgive your enemies, if 
you have any, from the heart, and love them fra- 
ternally. " Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven." 
He who sincerely forgives his enemies, has Christ 
Himself answering for his salvation ; but he 
who forgives not, makes himself his own damn- 
ing judge. Devoted as you are to the will of 
your heavenly Father, recall your mind from 
too partial an affection and solicitude for your 
relations according to the flesh; for this has 
been a nursery of many evils in the Church. 
Whoever shall do the will of my Father which 
is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, 
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and mother.*' **He that loveth father or 
modi0F more, than Me^ is not worthy of Me." 
Let not 8 too easy complaisance ever weaken 
OP discourage you in the cause of Christ ; but 
defend the rights of God, of religion, of con- 
seieace^ with unconquered manliness, and even 
with danger of life. It would shame us not 
to emulate, and even not to surpass, so many 
lliouaands of commanders and soldiers so de- 
yoted to the service of their sovereign and to 
the good of their country, that they are ready 
at any moment of life to run into dangers, to 
shed their blood, and to give up life, at the 
nod of that sovereign, or for the profit of that 
country, or even for the honour of their own 
name. " "We ought to obey God rather than 
men." " Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul." But yet in 
all things let prudence guide your zeal. 

12. Preach the Word of God, 

Annoimce with great affection of mind the 
Word of God. By his ordination, by charity, 
often by justice, a Priest is destined and bound 
to the preaching of the divine Word, whether 
in catechizings, or in familiar explanations of 
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ibi^ Goapel andic^f mp^f^ truthsyor i^'thAgvMiitr 
^iscoiufses. ".T^kf> rtlwwi. -wthority /liopjp^cfc" 
OrdmaL — There are thre^ functioo^ pf ath^jiij^ 
piE ,the .divine Word^ to teajcb, torj^^lighLt^ to 
move. ' Let him faithfully teach the. lignoratijt^ 
by; clearly explaining to them tho^l^utliaoof 
faith and morals which are more necei|9at^ to 
be Joiown, Let him sweetly delight his b^^rers, 
that truth and virtue may be more pleiasing, by 
accommodating himself to the apprehensiotXi Qf 
his audience, and by fitly conform,iiig ispeeoh 
and. style to the matter to be treated* . Lethioi 
sharply .move sinners ; by pressing repefnt^iaQa 
ontbem with all the jendeavours of elpqu^npj^, 
all the force of .zeal, all the e^cacy-o^.r^o^. 
So let him shadow forth in living colomrs; t^ 
foulness of vice, so let him graphically d^iiQt 
the attractions of virtue, that he m^ p^opi^l^j^ 
every one to the pursuit of good ^jad^.^o, jtjg^ 
hatred of evil. Let him handle ^eat sul|j^f:^t|( 
copiously, middling ones moderately, ooi»moB 
with simplicity. Let him in the first pjac© 
give diligence to make his actions haxmpnisi^ 
wth his discourses; for e^camplea move ^n^o^ 
than words. " Jesi;s^ began to do and to t^ch,V 
Let him never preach hinj^elf^. or.to his-O^iiajt 
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honour, but always Jesus Christ and His glory. 
O good and excellent preaching, when the 
hearers care little about the praises of the 
orator, but seriously think about amendment 
of life and reformation of manners. So were 
they affected who had heard the Apostles: 
" Men and brethren, what shall we do ?" 

If preaching appears of so great importance 
for persons of mature age, the instruction of 
children ought to be reckoned as even of greater 
weight, for various reasons: as regards them- 
selves, on account of the greater necessity ; as 
regards the Ministry, on account of the greater 
firuit; as regards the Minister, on account of 
the greater ease, (which, however, does not 
exclude mature preparation,) and on account 
of the less tickling of vain glory. Whatever 
Minister of Christ, therefore, shall be found to 
have neglected this duty, will find, at the tri- 
bunal of Christ, no pretext of escape from the 
severest condemnation. ** Thy life shall be for 
his life." Let the catechist avoid every excess ; 
speaking neither too eloquently nor too meanly, 
and demeaning himself neither too jocosely nor 
too stiffly; but always exhibit a becoming 
gravity, tempered with an affable gentleness. 

E 
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Let bim teach his hearers to collect some fruit 
of piety from his lessons and instroctionSj and 
to this end let him sometimes bring before 
them this or the other pions narration. 

13. In Administration of the Sacraments, and of 
other Ceremonies of the Church, shew yourselves 
good Stewards, 

Decline not, ever so little, from your duty in 
this respect, from fear or favour, or any hope of 
temporal advantage. Principally attend with 
seriousness to five heads: that God may be 
glorified ; that the Sacrament or other ceremony 
may be rightly performed ; that the recipient 
may be sanctified; that the by-standers may be 
piously affected; and that the Minister may 
receive an increase of grace, instead of bindjijog 
himself while he purposes the loosing of oth^rsj. 

With respect, in particular, to the Saqrameu|; 
and Sacrifice of the Eucharist, the evils whiq]^ 
result from its undue administration are a^ 
many and great as the goods resulting to Gp^ j 
the Church, and the Minister, from its due and 
right performance. Wherefore every IVJipistei:,, 
before he goes up to the altar, should .prpv^e, i 
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himself, and seriously consider whether he is 
moved by custom, or lucre, to offer the Scvcri- 
fice, or is in an evil state as regards conscience, 
lest he turn sacrifice into sacrilege, make him- 
self guilty of the Body and Blood of Christ, eat 
and drink judgment to himself, and, in fine, 
miserably degrade the Sacrament of grace and 
of salvation into a cause of danmation and ruin. 
And therefore you should constantly persuade 
yourself of the necessity of exercising all care 
and diligence, that this tremendous Mystery 
be performed with all possible inward purity of 
heart, as well as outward appearance of piety 
and devotion. 

14. Spend time well. 

We shall not perhaps fully know what is the 
value of time, what the lightness and emptiness 
of earthly things, and the weight and import- 
ance of heavenly, till the angel swear by Him 
that liveihfor ever that time shall he no longer^ 
and an eternity of good or evil open upon us. 
How different then will be our thoughts from 
those which now occupy us! How shall we 
wish that we had used time well, and made 
light of earthly things ! But since such wishes 
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will be then in vain, let us now fruitfully re- 
volve them in our minds. Never, then, allow 
time to flow vainly by, or be ill spent ; btit put 
out to interest, to the glory of God,^;ajid'for 
your own and others* profit, every partide ofdo 
great a gift, for which so exact an accoUnt^is 
to be rendered. Commend to Ood all thoimor 
ments of life, but especially your last bre^S 
and frequently and fervently implore from Him 
the gift of perseverance, by which otb^r g^f^ 
are crowned. 

15. Advance in piety and knowledge at once. 

Let piety and knowledge, as two §isters^ or 
two most intimate virtues, form in you an in- 
dissoluble alliance* Let devotion and sti^i^^ so 
b^ipinonizie as never to be in each otjiepf'^^^f^j, 
biutj on the contrary, afford mutual hejlpj,]^^ t^e 
,bigh^st degree. Let devotion cheri^ and.iil-' 
flaiP[^j^tu4y : let study enlighten and iUu^tij^^J^e 
devotion. Unless lawfully hindered^ g^V!9j,;tY/) 
pr ; thxoe hours a day assiduously . .to . stjij^. 
Daily ^fcdvaiace in the way of virti:^; fpr,^e,yj^ 
^vances not, goes back. iGf.i' trro. 
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16. Be faithful in ike least things. 

'^^^He that is faithful in. the least is faithful 
also in much." He that contemns small things 
idiall fall by little and little." In physics and 
morals the greatest evils often have small begin- 
nings: a great conflagration is often begun 
ixovoL a spark : a tall ship is often sunk from a 
Htile hole: a large house is often overturned 
from the fall of a stone. Judas was not sud- 
denly polluted with thathorrible stain of avarice, 
which caused his betrayal of Christ. 

17. Honour the Church, 

Your best Mother, whom you ought, as most 
dutiful sons, ever to honour with most submissive 
mind, is the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church, the firm Pillar of truth, the right Rule 
bf morals; who has received you, as b6m 
through Baptism, into sonship; nourished you 
Wlien children with the milk of sound teaching; 
isiSrengthened you, when more advanced, with 
More solid food ; and enrolled you, when ma- 
ture, in her Ministry ; through the whole of life 
continually cherishes you in her bosom, and at 
last will keep you, when dead, through burial 



in blessed earth, to the Day of Judgment. 
" Thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my Church ; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." ** The Church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of truth.** "Lo! I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world." " If thy brother neglect to hear the 
Church, let him be imto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican." 

18. Obey those placed aver you. 

Your diocesan Bishop, to whom and to his 
successors you promised obedience at Ordina- 
tion, has claims on your most faithful and sincere 
subjection. " For they watch for your souls, aa 
those that must give account." "The Holy 
Ghost hath made overseers to feed the Church 
of God, which He hath purchased with His owp 
Blood." In like manner, be subject, from the 
heart, to the higher powers ; for they " bear not 
the sword in vain. There is no power but of 
God : whoever resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God; and they that resist shall 
receive to themselves damnation." For the 
tmnquiUity and safety of all these, pour forth 
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frequent and ardent prayers, especially in the 
Samfice of the Eucharist. " I exhort (says St, 
Paul) that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
be made for all men; for kings, and all in 
authority.** 

19. In adversity preserve an equal mind. 

Very many things, though imdertaken with 
good intent, have not always a prosperous 
issue; but keep always and in all things an 
equal mind, thoroughly foreign from elation 
in prosperity, and from dejection in adversity, 
and entirely subject to God. " Even so. Father, 
for so it seemed good in Thy sight." " Not as 
I will, but as Thou wilt." " Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not re- 
ceive evil ?" 
'' Sweets aren^t deserved where none has tasted sours.'^ 

20. Keep the unity of peace. 

You wiU reap from your labours fruits so 
much the more pleasant and wholesome, as you 
are bound to your brethren with astraiterbond 
of peace and unity. If sometimes seeds of dis- 
sension grow up, tear the plant out by the 
root. Let nothing seem to you more desir- 
able^ and more gratifying to ^o\a xe^i^t^\sRfc*^ss^ 



what is ancient, thftn to dmstantiy.'keep un«- 
touched and unhurt that legacy which> Gbrist 
has bequeathed. " Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you." " Father, may they 
be all one, as We are." Never xttaag ihe 
holy Ministers of Christ let thfere be^^ tents or 
divisions. " He that is greatest amdngyoii,' kft 
him be as the yoimger; and he that is idiief, 
as he that doth serve." 

21. Be hurnble. 

: # ■ 

Since God resists the proud and giv^s grace 
to the humble; since pride turns angels ixito 
demotis, but humility simiers into ilainta;>dui(^e 
liumility is a universal virtuie^ and anrrinsepar 
rable companion and guardian of the o&eiti'vii}- 
tues ; mind not high things, but always think 
abjectly and humbly of yourself, insinuate 
humility into others, and, when the gal^ of 
Vain glory rise, consider Satan faUitog^ ^like 
tightnihg from heaven. " How art thou fidllen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the tnonringi" 
Those wl^o are raised on high by tbef^ eln^ty 
elatibns of pride, are often, by God's JiermisrfidD, 
degraided by hieavier falls into ba66r fillh^" fflie 
li^ons df pride and incontine^e k<6^^^kitib}y 
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unkeiy^B^dbelp^each othpx in the destruction, 

{if. ,\t- .■ 

22. Fly from preferment. 

ijiSiiip^^the cure of souls is the art of arts^ and 
S'bmrdeii fopmidable even to angels ; since the 
hiiin41iiig of ecclesiastical goods (which, accord- 
ing to the holy Fathers, and Councils, are the 
vows of the faithful, the cost of sins, and the 
patrimony of the poor) is a work full of danger; 
prudently fly from preferment, especially such 
aoip involves cure of souls and an ample revenue. 
^•A truly humble man," says St. Gregory, 
^^ when bidden to undertake a high ecclesiastical 
gcfv^einnient, ought to fly from it with aU his 
hearty and unwillingly to obey the order." , 
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23. Be holy. 

' Approaching, as much as may be^ to th^ H^^- 
jiess.of a thrice holy God, be holy in all thipgs. 
"Be .ye holy, for I am holy." "He hath 
.c4ioaen ujs before the foundation of the world, 
tl^at . we should be holy and vidthout blacf^" 

1 ! 

,?^ Be yede^ that bear the vessels of th^. Lord." 

..^f Jmitate what you handle," says the Rpn^an 

^(gaattjifi^. ^ £>et this threei^old holiness be pre- 



74 

dicated of every one of you : " A holy man, he 
handles holy things in a holy manner." After 
death there is no mediiun : either a holy Priest, 
or a reprobate Priest. What understanding 
can attain, what eloquence express, these two 
incommensurable things, Priesthood, Reproba- 
tion ? Never and no where has such horrible 
vengeance of an offended God shone forth, or 
will shine through the infinite ages of eternity, 
as in heaven toward the bad angels hurled 
down from their sublime seat to the depths of 
Tartarus ; on earth towards the beloved Son of 
God, so dreadfully, so cruelly crucified ; and in 
hell toward reprobate Priests, devoted to such 
severe, such horrible torments, that of every 
one of them it may be said, as of the traitor 
Judas, " It were good for that man if he had 
never been bom," Let us say then, with 
the Apostles, " Lordf is it 7, whom so many and 
so great evils await ?" And let us say it With 
the greater fear and trembling, that in the 
clerical state, surrounded by so many and great 
dangers, engaged in so many functions and du- 
ties, bound to so many burdens, salvation is far 
more difficult than in any other state of the 
Chiistiaji life. " Not rashly (says St. Chry- 
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sostom) do I speak it, but as T am affected and 
feel ; I do not think that there are many among 
the Priesthood who will be saved, but many 
more who perish; for it requires an elevated 
mind." 

24. Frequently attend to these words of Christ, " Take 

ye heed, watch, and pray." 

These words are a compendious rule of your 
whole life. " Take heed" what evils to avoid, 
and what good to do. " Watch," that you may 
escape the snares every where prepared for you. 
"Pray," that you may not enter into temptation, 
or may not fall under it. " Pray," with the 
prayer of mind and heart, or of voice, or of 
action. 

25. Abstain from whatever is alien from the mind 

and discipline of the Church, 

Abstain altogether from vanity, pomp, luxury, 
gaming, revellings, dances, plays, hunting, 
worldly businesses, and all other things which 
are forbidden by the Canons of the Church; 
and do not even be present at them as specta- 
tors. It is a mistake to suppose fallen into 
desuetude whatever salutary regulations have 
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been sanctioned, at various. tiin^> by Pontifl& 
and Councils, respecting the life and conversa- 
tion of the Clergy. 

96. Love ihs beatOy of ths house of Ood, i ) 

Diligently provide whatever can contribute 
to the ornament and splendour of the place of 
the habitation of God's glory. Attend witt 
care to the walls and pavement, the altar and 
its ornaments, and especially to the Communion 
linen. Recommend by word and example, to 
all who assist at the sacred offices, modesty, 
reverence, and devotion. Diligently acquire 
the knowledge of church-song. Never dis- 
gracefully lower, to songs of love and wine, the 
tongi^e and voice consecrated to the praises of 
the Supreme. " What fellowship hath light 
with darkness ? and what concord hath Christ 
with Belial ?'* Not only abhor in the highest 
degree depraved and obscene communicatioiis ; 
but utterly avoid all kinds of ill-soundiiig 
words, ludicrous perversions of Scripture, 
foolish speaking, buffoonery, &c. " Trifles' i6 
the mouth of a layman are trifles only ; in the 
mouth of a Priest they may be blasphemies," 
says St. Bernard. 
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S7. Ride ari^' ord&r' %^ y&uv oii^n houM. 

" If a man know not how to rule Ms own 
house, how shall he take care of the Church of 
God ?" See that all things be done in the right 
time and place, so that your house may present 
the appearance of some well-regulated com- 
munity. 

There may be appropriately hung, in the 
room to which you retire for prayer and study, 
a small crucifix ; and you will find it convenient, 
for purposes of recollection, to wear a cross 
about your person ; but such things should not 
be. exhibited, or made matter either of show or 
of scandal. 

In a prominent part of the same room, and 
SQ as to be always at hand, should be a Bible, 
both translated and in the original tongues; a 
complete Prayer-Book, containing Articles, 
Canons, and Ordinal ; a copy of your Bishop's 
Charges, or of any other works which he may 
have written, and which are agreeable to the 
Catlxolip faith and manners; the Imitation of 
Christ, the Spiritual Combat, the Chnstiah 
Year, and such-like books. 



78 



28. Exerciu workg of wurcif. 

Relieve and refresh the ignorant with teach- 
ing, sinners with admonition^ the disagreeing 
with peace, litigants with adjustment, the poor 
with bounty, the mourners with comfort, the 
sick by visiting them, offenders with gentleness, 
strangers with hospitality, the dead with piety, 
all with fraternal love, pious prayer, and every 
good office in your power. 

29. Beware of scandals. 

It is impossible to express what destruction 
of souls, injury to Christendom, and wounds to 
religion, piety, and virtue, have arisen from the 
inordinate manners of Clergymen and Pri^^ts; 
much greater, indeed, than the cruel punish*- 
ments inflicted by tyrants have ever occasaon^ 
to the Church, These have carried m^my 
thousands of martyrs to heaven, but the SGmr 
dais of priests have thrust down to hell iniittr 
merable victims. Therefore avoid with <dl 
care and diligence even the least occasio]^ of 
scandal; lest those words of Christ apply to 
you, " Whoso shall offend one of tliese little 
ones," &c. 
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30. Assiduously read the Holy Bible. 

Turn over, with assiduous hand, the Holy 
Bible, the ever-flowing and inexhaustible trea- 
sure of all good ; and plentifully collect its 
good things of every kind and of inestimable 
price. " All Scripture given by inspiration of 
God is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness; 
that the man of God may be perfected unto all 
good works." From this source, as from a 
most full fountain, is perpetually poured forth 
whatever is most wholesome as regards faith, 
hope, charity, religion, knowledge, discipline, 
and the cultivation of every virtue. From it 
may whatever is fittest and most excellent be 
drawn by Catechists in delivering the elements 
of Christian doctrine, by Schoolmen in esta- 
blishing the dogmata of faith, by Preachers in 
their sermons, by Casuists in resolving cases of 
conscience, by Historians in. relating events 
from the beginning of the world, and by all 
Ministers in teaching and shewing the way of 
salvation. Read humbly, simply, faithfully; 
in the morni'ng, at mid-day, and by night; 
regretting the necessities of food and sleep, 
which take you from the sacred page. 
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31. Prepare for death. 

Since an eternity of infinite good or evil 
hangs on the moment of death, which may 
overtake us at any moment of life, prepare 
yourselves for it with diligent care: yea, as 
Christ admonishes, " Be ye always ready ;" 
and let no one ever live in that state of the 
conscience in which he would not die, or be 
placed at Christ's dreadful tribunal* 



VIII, NIGHT-PRAYERS. 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Come, Holy Ghost, fill the hearts of Thy 
faitMul, and kindle in them the fire of Thy 
love. 

Prayer. 

Let the power of Thy Holy Ghost, O Lord, 
be present with us, mercifully to cleanse our 
hearts, and defend us from all adversity ; through 
our Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son, Who liveth and 
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reigneth with Thee and the same Spirit, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 

[Listitute an examination of your conscience, and 
endeavour to excite a lively grief for your sinsJ] 

Prayer to the most Holy Trinity^ for ohtaming a 

happy death. 

O Eternal Father, I beseech Thee by Thine 
infinite goodness, and by the life and death of 
Thy most beloved Son, to grant that I may live 
and die in Thy grace. 

Most kind Jesus, I beseech Thee, by the love 
with which Thy Father has eternally embraced 
Thee, and by those last words in which Thou 
didst commend Thy Spirit to Him from the 
Cross, receive my spirit at the end of life. 

O Holy Spirit, kindle in me a perfect charity, 
and confirm my spirit therein while it leaves 
this world. 

Most Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy 
upon me, now, and at the hour of my death. 
Amen. 

HYMN. 

To thee before the close of day. 

Creator of the world, we pray ; 

That with Thy woiited c\©vx\«tLC^ 

Thou wouldst OUT G\uA^ uca^ ^w^^^^^^ 
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May evil dreams be baaish'd quite/ 
And vain illusions of the nighty 
And Thou our enemy subdue^ 
Lest his defiling power we rue. 

Let this, most bounteous Sire, be done ! 
And Thou, His equal, only Son, 
With Spirit-Paraclete, Who reign 
Through ev'ry rolling age. Amen. 

Save us, O Lord, while we wake, keep us 
while we sleep ; that we may wake with Christ, 
and rest in peace. 

Keep us, Lord, as the apple of an eye : hide 
us under the shadow of thy wings* 

Prayer. 

Visit, we beseech Thee, O Lord, this dwelling, 
and drive fgir from it all snares of the enemy : 
let Thy holy Angels dwell in it to keep us in 
peace, and Thy blessing be upon us always ; 
through, &c. 

The Almighty and merciful Lord, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, bless and keep us. Amen. 
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